sve JI resbuter 


L6G TAaony 


utlouK” 


Vol. 129 RICHMOND 19, VA., DECEMBER 15, 1947 


IN THIS ISSUE 


TO PREACHERS: DON’T BE AFRAID 
By Josephus Daniels 


ARKANSAS AND LOUISIANA NEWS 


EDITORIALS— 
Men Working 
Cooperating With Newspapers 














CHARLES HADDON NABERS 


Are the angels still singing? (p. 5) 


Pictures of four of the churches where Dr. Nabers has 

served are shown here: Pensacola, Fla., upper right; 

Canden, Ark., right; High Point, N. C., lower left; Green- 
ville, S. C., First, his present pastorate, lower right. 

















Letters to the Editors 





Dr. Vinson Gives the Meaning of “Union” 


back with us recently. He is now 82 but 


he gave us a great message. . . 
HOWARD C. COBBS. 


Baltimore, Md. 





Not 4-1 But Five Together 
To the Editors: 


One of the objections raised by the op- 
ponents of church union is to the effect 


that we (the Southern Church) would 
lose our identity and be outvoted four 
to one. I note the following definitions 


“a whole 
previously 
concord.” UNITE: 
intimately; ally; harmon- 
would seem to indicate that 
UNION is not to vote 
against those with whom we unite, but 
to work in harmony with them. Not to 
be outvoted four to one, but to vote five 
together against the forces of evil. Both 
churches are working to build the King- 
dom through Foreign Missions, Home Mis- 
sions, Christian Education and other agen- 


cies. 


Union: 
elements 


in Webster’s Dictionary: 
formed by uniting 
separate; agreement; 
“To associate 
ize.” This 
the purpose of a 


In these fields of Christian endeavor, 
who would vote against whom in what? 
Where but in the church can we hope to 
realize the ideals set forth in Webster's 
definition? 

T. C. VINSON. 
Bowie, Texas. 


Legion’s Go-to-Church Sunday 


To the Editors: 

December 14 has been proclaimed as “Go 
to Church Sunday” for all American Le- 
gion Posts in the State of Alabama by 
Jimmy Lane who-is Department Com- 


mander for the Stata of Alabama. 


If any church and minister wishes the 
Legion Post nearest to them to be their 
guest on that Sunday, please contact the 


Commander of that post and extend to 
them an invitation for the post to worship 
with them on December 14. 
Any assistance that I can render to any- 
one I will gladly do so. - 
McCOY GUTHRIE, 
Department Chaplain. 


Birmingham, Ala. 


Three USA Workers 
To the Editors: 


It might be of interest to you to 
that a number of years ago, Miss 
Lucy Niblock, a former member of our 
Fifth Creek Church, desired to enter the 
Foreign Missionary work of our denomi- 
nation. At that time our committee was 
unable to send her out because of insuf- 
ficient funds. However, the USA Presby- 
terian Mission Board readily accepted her 
and sent her as a missionary to Siam 
where she has been doing a splendid work. 
The Fifth Creek Church has continued to 
send her gifts from time to time and only 
recently sent her eight quilts to be used 
in her work. 

Also two former sons of our Third 
Creek Church have gone into the minis- 
try of the USA Church—the Rev. Hugh R. 
Foster and the Rev. Frank Cowan. The 
ties that bind us to our Northern brethren 
are closer than all the arguments that 
would prevent us from closing ranks with 
them. 

The Federal Council and Reunion—I’m 
in favor of both. 


know 


CECIL O. EANES. 
Cleveland, N. C. 


Discourage No Good Gifts 
To the Editors: 

‘ In reading the report of the Mis- 
souri Synod (Nov. 3), I read: “The synod 
was disturbed by the large amount of con- 
tributions from the churches which are 
going to other than church-approved in- 
stitutions and causes. It requested its 
Stewardship and Audits Committee to in- 
vestigate.” 

We ruling and teaching elders (I am 
a ruling elder) should be most careful 
and prayerful with the following portions 
of the Scriptures in our hearts. 


“And John answered and said, Master, 
we saw one casting out devils in thy 
name; and we forbad him, because he fol- 
loweth not with us. 

“And Jesus said unto him, Forbid him 
not: for he that is not against us is for 
us."—Luke 9:49-50. 

“And other sheep I have, which are not 
of this fold: them also I must bring.”— 
John 10:16. 

‘But when thou doest alms, let not thy 
left hand know what thy right hand 
doeth.”—Matthew 6:3. 


We leaders must not discourage any 
good gifts by our prosperous business 
men, but we must encourage every cup 
of water given in our Savior’s name. 
You can lead us in a real program of 
progress by using this page in your paper 
to receive suggestions of additional causes 
and organizations that we should support. 
We must not let individuals outgrow our 
church program, 
T. SHEP. CLARK. 


Augusta, Ga. 


Dr. Joe in Baltimore 


To the Editors: 

In Dr. Boand’s “We Presbyterians” ar- 
ticle November 17 where he drew parallels 
between the service of the Vance brothers 
in serving in churches both north and 
south he neglected to say that Joseph A. 
had served a Southern church: Maryland 
Avenue in Baltimore, from 1891 to 1899. 

We had the honor of having Dr. Vance 


as 
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ALL PASTORS 
PROGRESS PROGRAM LEADERS 


in Synods—Presbyteries—Congregations 


A-T-T-E-N-T-I-0-N 


All who have heard the plans are en- 
thusiastic about the January special 36- 
page issue of The Presbyterian Outlook 
which will be devoted to the PROGRAM 
OF PROGRESS. Sample comments: 
Atlanta: Great idea! Nashville: Full 
support! Richmond: Like your idea very 
much! Atlanta: Count us in! 


Questions like these will be answered: 


What is the Program 
of Progress 
Why is it needed 
Is it only for money 
Is my church doing its part 
What is my share 
Where can I take hold 


© 
Limited printing order makes early 
reservations imperative. Order today 
for full coverage of your leadership or 
congregation. Price: 15c each, 1-9 
copies; 10c each for 10 or more, cash 
with order; otherwise, 15c each. Order 
500—300—200—-enough—TODAY. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
403 East Franklin Street 
Richmond 19, Va. 
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GOATS FOR JAPAN—Five Protestant ministers of Portland, Ore., have 

joined in a ‘‘Goats-for-Japan’’ Campaign. Paul S. Wright (left), pastor 

of the First Presbyterian Church, and Myron C. Cole, of the First Chris- 
tian Church, give a demonstration of goat milking.—RNS Photo. 


New Relief Campaign Begins 


Ministers Lead in Effort to Inspire ‘‘Goats-for-Japan’’ Movement 


Portland, Ore. (RNS)—Ministers of 
the five largest Portland downtown 
churches have undertaken a _ joint 
“Goats for Japan’? campaign. The pas- 
tors milked goats, carried goats, hugged 
goats and posed for pictures. They dis- 
cussed bringing a goat to their services, 
but decided it was not quite dignified 
enough, 

As a result of the ministerial cam- 
paign one group, the Bethany fellow- 
ship of First Christian church has voted 
to eliminate gifts at their annual Christ- 
Mas party and contribute the money 
saved to the goats campaign. 

A white nanny goat named Marlene 
made such a hit with the five clergymen, 
bending to the task of milking her for 
a photographer that they bought her 
outright, on the spot, each contributing 
ten dollars. 

The five clergymen are Myron C, Cole, 
First Christian church; Raymond B. 
Walker, First Congregational church; 
Laurence Rf, Nye, First Methodist 
church; Paul gs. Wright, First Presby- 
terian church, and Richard M. Steiner, 
First Unitarian church. 


The goats campaign idea originaied 
when Lem Putnam of the Presbyterian 
Restoration Fund and J. J. Handsaker, 
executive secretary of Oregon Heifers 
for Relief, were bidding goodbye to 
Kenneth Hendricks, Disciples mission- 
ary returning to Japan. 

During the conversation it was re- 
called that the famed Christian leader 
and social worker, Toyohiko Kagawa, 
had years ago called upon Japanese 
farmers to raise bees and goats—to 
make a land of milk and honey. Mr. 
Hendricks agreed to ask Kagawa 
whether present circumstances might 
call for shipment of milk goats to Japan. 

The result was an immediate appeal 
for goats for the ‘‘millions of Japanese 
babies who lack sufficient food.” The 
appeal was warmly seconded by the 
United Church of Christ in Japan. 

Goats have been found suitable for 
the poor grazing lands of Japan—as in 
Okinawa and other Far Eastern places. 
They require little fodder and small 
grazing areas, provide much rich nat- 
urally homogenized milk and are pro- 
lific. 


Leading Churchmen 
Attend Organization 
Of Mexican Assembly 


Veteran Pastor Is Elected 


First Presbyterian Moderator 


Mexico City. (RNS)—-A General As- 
sembly was formed by the Presbyterian 
Church in Mexico at sessions here at- 
tended by clergymen and laymen from 
presbyteries throughout the country and 
Presbyterian leaders from the United 
States and Latin American nations. 

Three ministers were elected to the 
Assembly’s offices. Jose Coffin, of 
Chiapas, a veteran of 50 years service, 
was elected moderator, Asuncion Blanco 
of Brownsville, Tex., was named vice- 
president, and E. Lango of Toluco, 
stated clerk, 

Fernando Rodriguez, owner of a 
large furniture store here, was unani- 
mously elected treasurer. All posts will 
have three-year terms, 


Veteran American missionaries 
honored during the four-day celebration 
commemorating the golden jubilee of 
the Presbyterian Church in Mexico in- 
cluded William Wallace, who went to 
Mexico in 1890, and William Ross and 
H. L. Ross, who began missionary work 
in 1906. 

In presenting greetings to the Mexican 
church before the organization of the 
General Assembly, Presbyterian, US, 
Moderator John R. Cunningham told of 
the going of Anthony Thomas Graybill 
as the first missionary from his church 
to the northern part of Mexico in 1874. 
Said he, ‘‘You know the names and the 
devotion of those who have followed. 
They have loved you and have brought 
us good reports from year to year, It 
has been a happy experience for us to 
work with the missionaries of the USA 
Presbyterian Church and of the Re- 
formed Church of America.”’ 

Discussing the achievements of the 
Mexican church, Dr, Cunningham said, 
‘“‘We know of the loyalty and self-sacri- 
fice of your own Mexican ministers. 
They have moved constantly toward the 
goal of a self-supporting, self-governing 
and self-propagating church... . 

“You will be a constant inspiration to 
as. In a deep devotion to Christ our 
Savior, we shall continue to labor to- 
gether as Christian brethren on this 
continent and beyond... .” 








4 
Augusta Votes 12-12 on FC 


Augusta Presbytery (Ga.) has voted 
12-12 (tie) on the question of Presby- 
terian affiliation with the Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches, Since in parliamentary 
procedure a tie defeats efforts to change 
an existing situation, Augusta’s vote is 
being interpreted as favorable to the 
present relationship, making the vote by 
presbyteries 42 For, 12 Against. 


Peace College Becomes New 
Member of Southern Association 


Peace College, Presbyterian woman’s 
college in Raleigh, N. C., was received 
into membership in the Southern As- 
sociation of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools at the annual meeting held dur- 
ing the first week in December at Louis- 
ville, Ky. This college, its officials say, 


is now a member of, or accredited by, 
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every recognized agency possible. 

At the same meeting Presbyterian 
Junior College, Maxton, N. C., applied 
for membership with the expectation 
that a visiting committee would study 
the college during the coming year and 
report to the body in December, 1948. 


St. Louis Church Federation 
Urges End of Segregation 

St. Louis. (RNS)—Three hundred 
member churches of the Metropolitan 
Church Federation of St. Louis have 
been asked by the Federation’s execu- 
tive board to put an end to racial segre- 
gation in religious services, institutions 
and activities. 

In a letter to the member churches, 
the board urged that they “open the 
doors of fellowship and service regard- 
less of race or color.” The board is 
composed of 60 ministers and laymen, 








Secularism and Christianity 
By REINHOLD NIEBUHR 





N a recent pastoral letter the Roman 

Catholic Bishops of America hold 

“secularism”’’ responsible for prac- 
tically all of the from which we 
are suffering in our day. The pastoral 
declares that secularism ‘‘takes account 
of no law above man-made law. Ex- 
pediency, decently and propriety are its 
code, the norms of human behavior. It 
blurs if it does not blot out the en- 
nobling and inspiring picture of man 
which the Christian gospel paints.” 

This polemic against secularism, in 
which many Protestants also indulge, 
is a false attack upon our 
secular culture. It assumes that people 
who no longer believe in God are usually 
motivated by the desire to acknowledge 
no law beyond their own interest. It 
seeks, in other words, to give modern 
secular culture the attribute of moral 
cynicism. 

The emergence of Nazism, which was 
explicitly cynical and acknowledged no 
law beyond the interest of the nation, 
gives this thesis a certain plausibility. 
But when the bishops include “atheistic 
communism” with Nazism, as one of the 
fruits of secularism, they reveal the 
weakness of their theory. 

For communism is not morally cyni- 
eal. It is utopian. It hopes for the 
achievement of a classless and univer- 
sal society in which ‘‘each will give ac- 
cording to his ability and take accord- 
ing to his need.” 

It does not worship force, as the Nazis 


ills 


basically 


did. It hopes rather to establish a 
society in which all forces will be 
abolished. 


The fact that this kind of utopianism 
should result in despotic politics, very 
similar to Nazism, is both tragic and in- 
structive. It proves, among other 
things, that modern culture errs, not so 
much in defying all law beyond the in- 
terests and desires of the individual or 


the nation, but rather in assuming that 
it is a simple matter to achieve a per- 
fect harmony of all human interests 
and desires. 

The bishops might well have learned 
something from a slightly heretical, but 
very great Catholic Christian: Pascal. 
It was Pascal’s thesis that secularism 
did. not understand the peculiar relation 
of man’s sin to his dignity, so that it 
either tempted man to vanity by as- 
suring him of his dignity or tempted 
him to despair by pointing out the sin- 
ful corruptions of his dignity. 

The virtue of the Christian gospel 
lies in its understanding of the fact 
that all men, even the best, are in- 
volved in some defiance of the higher 
law of love and in the assurance that 
redemption is possible if men do not 
obscure this fact. 

It is particularly dangerous for Chris- 
tians to assume that they are the peo- 
ple who keep God’s law because they 
know it. St. Paul is certainly right in 
calling attention to the fact that the 
knowledge of the law is no guarantee 
of conformity to it. 

It is also dangerous for Christians 
to assume that they perfectly know 
the of God. The law of God is 
love. That we know. But if we try 
to define some specific standard of jus- 
tice or decency as an absolute and un- 
varying law of God, it is quite pos- 
sible that we will insinuate ‘‘man-made 
law” into the ultimate law. 

Christians dare not forget that 
secularism, whatever its defects, was a 
partly justified protest of the 17th, 
18th, and 19th century against social, 
political and moral conventions, which 
belonged to a particular age and cul- 
ture, but which were given the false 
sanctity of absolute standards of truth 
and justice by religion. 

(Copyright, 1947, by RNS) 
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many of them Negroes. 

Ervine Inglis, pastor of First Congre- 
gational church in Webster Groves and 
president of the Federation, declared 
that action on the proposal was now up 
to the individual Protestant churches, 
“Some of them are ready to take it,” 
he said. 

The Federation’s action followed by 
two months the ending of segregation 
in Catholic schools here by Archbishop 
Joseph E. Ritter. 


Rome Lawyer Sentenced for 
‘Offenses Against Religion’’ 

Rome. (RNS)—An Italian tribunal 
has sentenced Camillo Porreca, Rome 
lawyer, to seven months in prison for 
“offenses against religion.’’ 

As editor of a series of books pub- 
lished under the title ‘‘Anti- 
clerical Thought,” was found 
guilty of having reprinted old publica- 
tions which contained criticism of 
Roman Catholic religious orders. 


Expelled Indian Who Became 
Protestant Sues Pueblo 

Albuquerque, N. M. (RNS)—A Zia 
pueblo Indian, charging he was ousted 
from the pueblo because he joined the 
Protestant Church and refused to “wor- 
ship idols’? and participate in tribal 
ceremonials, has brought suit in U. S. 
district court against the pueblo and its 
officials. 

The plaintiff, Viviano Herrera, de- 
scribes himself as a full-blooded Zia. 
He said his membership in the pueblo 
was cancelled in 1939 or 1940, ostensi- 
bly because he refused to do community 
ditch work, or take part in pueblo hunt- 
ing, wood gathering or other community 
chores. 

His complaint, filed in Santa Fe, N. 
M., alleges that the true reason for his 
expulsion was that he had joined the 
Protestant Church and had given up his 
Indian religious beliefs. 

The suit seeks $3,000 damages and a 
declaratory judgment holding that the 
pueblo’s action violated the U. S. con- 
stitutional amendment = guaranteeing 
freedom of worship. 


general 
Porreca 


Eight Months’ Receipts Show Gains 

Benevolences received by five of the 
church’s agencies by the end of Novem- 
ber show a continuing rise in giving. 
Eight months’ receipts were reported as 
follows: 

Foreign Missions (Nashville) $533,- 
066; increase, $52,591. 

Home Missions (Atlanta) $200,445; 


decrease, $4,203. In addition, from 
Program of Progress offerings, April 


through November, $55,940. 

Christian Education and Ministerial 
Relief (Louisville) $90,988; increase, 
$3,625. 

Religious Education and Publication 


(Richmond) $141,994; increase, $38,- 
553. 
Assembly’s Training School (Rich- 


mond) $23,717; increase, $2,325. 
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THE OUTLOOK PULPIT 


Are the Herald Angels Still Singing? 


By CHARLES HADDON NABERS 


Text: Luke 2:13, 14 


NCE UPON A TIME three shepherds guarded their 

flocks on a Judean hillside not far from the little 

town of Bethlehem for whose waters David had once 
sighed. Night falls quickly in this no-twilight section of 
the world. The evening sun—a mammoth ball of fire— 
stands poised a long moment atop a hill and then drops 
out of sight in the direction of the Great Sea. The after- 
glow illuminates the whole sky with golden ringlets bor- 
dered about every fleecy cloud, paints crimson decorations 
on the shepherd’s headdress, pulls every rock and sheep 
out into clear relief, but only for a moment. Darkness 
comes down, like the rush of a storm. 

The three shepherds, Matthew, Simeon, and Jacob, crouch 
beside huge boulders, keeping their eyes upon the sheep. 
Hard by them is the pile of dark grey stones sacred to every 
devout passerby as the tomb of Rachel, favorite wife of 
Jacob. Here David once watched sheep as these are watch- 
ing sheep. Here Ruth once gleaned in the fields of Boaz. 

The sheep have been disturbed all day by caravans of 
travellers on trek to Bethlehem. The shepherds are weary, 
more weary than usual. When darkness descends, they 
are happy to rest. It is a night of rare beauty. 

Matthew speaks: “Simeon, I’m glad the day is over. 
Maybe the caravans will stop, and we can rest. My legs 
ache from running after these sheep all day.’’ 

Simeon replies: ‘‘Matthew, remember you are not nearly 
so young as you once were, and you must not be sur- 
prised when your legs ache. But this disturbance is the 
work of these terrible Romans. Curses be upon every 
mother’s son of them! Their decree is that every man 
shall register for these new heavy taxes in the home town 
of your family, and from the crowds that have come this 
way, I swear every one in this land must be of the line 
and lineage of David. All are going to Bethlehem. The 
inn is full. There is no more room. Still they come.” 


Caravan From the North 


Jacob peers towards the north: ‘‘Yonder comes another 
caravan. Three camels. See, they stop. They must be 
from afar, and know not the way.” He raised his voice: 
“Strangers, peace be upon thee and upon thy house. How 
can a poor shepherd aid thee tonight?’ 

“How far is it to Bethlehem, home of my fathers?” 

“Only half an hour, and blessings upon thy journey.”’ 

The soft-cushioned tramp of the camels was heard no 
more as the caravan wended its way into the south. 

Matthew yawns as he leans heavily on his staff. “How 
marvellous the light of the stars! Jacob, did you and 
Simeon ever see them so near us before? Heaven seems 
so close tonight. If my staff was only a little bit longer, 
I feel that I could reach up and touch them.” 

With rough laugh, Simeon replies: “O quit your dream- 
ing. Tonight is just another night. Every night is the 
Same. Nothing ever happens. Get some sleep. I’ll take 
the first watch. Tomorrow we’ll have more work to do.” 

All is quiet. Two shepherds pull their cloaks over their 
heads and doze. Simeon watches. The sheep are now in 
ahuddle. Strange, thinks Simeon, they never huddled that 
way that I can remember. Moments pass. It is near the 
middle of the night. Simeon rubs his eyes. Strange, I 
can see these sheep better than I could see them a bit ago. 
No, don’t be silly, that’s impossible. The first watch is not 
yet over. But I can. A bit ago, it was a solid mass of 
sheep in the darkness, now I can count them. I can. I can 
see that lamb that limped today. It’s getting lighter. It is. 
Wake up, Matthew! Get up, Jacob! 


From the two aroused sleepers came mumbled sounds 
and two sleepy voices asked, “What is the noise about?” 
but Simeon is saved from the difficulty of making reply. 

Light! Everywhere it is light. The light is so brilliant 
that it is truly the glory of the Lord shining around about 
them. They flatten themselves upon the stony earth to 
ward off any blow that might fall. They shake with fear. 
In the midst of the light stands an angel from heaven who 
says to them: ‘Fear not; for behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy which shall be to all people. For 
unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto 
you; ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
lying in a manger.” 

Suddenly with this angel spokesman there appeared a 
great multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and 
saying: ‘“‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men.” 


Christianity’s Prelude 


So the herald angels sang one night in an ancient land 
to humble men busy with humble tasks. The melody of 
that angelic music has permeated the whole earth, that 
music which once broke the stillness on a Judean hillside 
has been heard with peace and with power, with sweetness 
and with beauty in many lands and by many peoples. 
That song of the angels is the prelude to Christianity. It 
is the overture for all the spiritual oratorios for nearly 
two thousand years. Its words form the master key to 
interpret the onward movements of men and nations. Its 
echoes set the bells to ringing on every church spire in 
the world at Christmas time, and its reverberations are 
the basic notes for every set of chimes that peal out from 
high towers music of gladness and joy. 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good- 
will towards men!” Sing on, herald angels! Your song 
of glory to God, peace on earth and goodwill to men! 

Its melody was heard amid the glory that was Greece 
and the grandeur that was Rome until its music pene- 
trated the fabled abode of Jupiter and Minerva, Zeus and 
Athene, and the cry surged through the Graeco-Roman 
world that the Great God Pan was dead. Its melody was 
heard until the eagles on the tall standards of Roman 
legionnaires was succeeded by crosses, and a dying emperor 
shouted in a Babylonian tent: ‘‘Thou hast conquered, O 





ECEMBER’S preacher from The Outlook Pulpit is a 
gift to the Southern Presbyterian Church from the 
Associate Reformed Presbyterian. Dr. Nabers is a 

graduate of Erskine College and in 1928 was awarded a 
Doctor of Divinity degree by that institution. His theo- 
logical training was secured at Erskine, at Union Semi- 
nary in Cairo, at the Biblical Seminary in New York, with 
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Galilean!”’ Its melody was heard until human slavery dis- 
appeared, until iron shackles were torn off human limbs, 
and superstitious shackles removed from human minds, 
until woman was led forth from the submerged depths of 
semi-slavery, and until children came to the place designed 
for them when the Master said: “Of such is the kingdom 
of God.’”’ The melody of the angels’ song has echoed along 
the corridors of the nations until Christ has become the 
center of art for the western world, until he has become 
the inspiration of the most dignified architecture, until 
he has been woven into the warp and woof of poetry, be- 
come the main influence of the denouement of drama, 
the center of plot and character-study in fiction, the climax 
of philosophy, and the goal of ethics. 

When the angels sing, the things approved of God go 
from triumph to triumph, and the things contrary to his 
will and purpose are laid to rest in ghoul-haunted woodland, 
when skies are ashen and sober, and leaves are crisped, 
withering and sere. 

Their song is a glad song of salvation, their music is the 
eternal harmony of the soul of man the Spirit of God, 
their winsome notes beckon the coming of the day 


“When the new heav’n and earth shall own 
The Prince of Peace their King, 

And the whole world send back the song 
Which now the angels sing.”’ 


Where Is Their Song? 


Are the angels still singing? Their song is obscured 
by the rearing of barriers over the earth which Jesus came 
to level. Among the nations hellish husbandmen are 
tramping fallow fields sowing dragon’s teeth—hatreds, in- 
justices, cruelties, dissipations, indifferences to the higher. 
And among good people a wobbly sentimentalism that re- 
fuses to face facts, a weird superstition that all will come 
out right if we will mumble prayers as the Arabian Nights 
ruler rubs a magic lamp and invokes the aid of a grim 
fairy. Well, it does come out right. In that we are 
not mistaken. But right for Paul was shipwreck; right for 
Paul was clinging to the spar of a broken vessel. Right 
for Paul was thirty-nine stripes on a bared back and being 
stoned, and being let down from a window in a basket. It 
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comes out right, but right is neither comfort nor ease. 
And the song of the angels is never heard by those more 
concerned with personal satisfaction than with the onward 
march of the kingdom of the Lord about whom these angels 
sing. 

Are the herald angels still singing? Great is the spread 
of debauchery, of vice, of greed, of injustice. It is hard 
to hear angelic voices amid the barbaric rhythm falsely 
labelled music, shrieking so blantantly into our suffering 
ears by day and by night. But the angels can be heard 
if you are tuned in upon their music. The other night a 
concert by one of the greatest symphony orchestras was 
being broadcast. I sat by the radio dial tuned to a sta- 
tion where a prize fight was in progress. Blow from the 
left, blow from the right. Bloody nose, torn lips, 
seven flops on the floor of the squared ring, the cry of the 
mob for a knockout, finally it was over. Then I moved the 
dial, oh, so tiny a bit. Said an announcer: ‘‘You have been 
listening to the regular concert of this orchestra.’’ Well, 
I hadn’t. So many of us hadn’t. We weren’t tuned in 
right. If we had, we should have been delicately soothed 
by great majestic overtures whose mellowness and timing 
bring quietness to the mind, peace to the heart, and re- 
laxation to taut muscles. When you seek sleep in vain, you 
wish you had listened to music and not to blows. It was 
there for us; we were not tuned to the proper wavelength. 
We can tune in to the song of the herald angels. They 
are not silent. 


The Star Is Shining 


Their music of peace, glory to God in the highest and 
goodwill to men which rose with the coming of Christ to 
the world will not die away even when the world shall end. 
A star may be occulted, but seldom if ever in the mystic 
mechanism of the spheres is one ever destroyed. The prin- 
ciples of Christ eternal in the angel’s song may be hidden 
sometimes in dark clouds that hover about them, but be- 
hind all black banks still shines undimmed the star of 
Bethlehem, and the melody which the angels sang long 
ago. 

That song can never die. We are here to sing it. Let 
each morning be a new Christmas to shout forth our love 
for Christ, and our loyalty to his truth. 


A prominent layman, speaking to young preachers, says— 


Don’t Be Afraid! 


By JOSEPHUS DANIELS* 


N A LIFE spared beyond the Scriptural threescore and 
ten I have been privileged at Monticello to read the 
Declaration of Independence from the shrine of my 

political mentor; to stand in City Road Chapel in London 
in the pulpit of my religious patron saint; to serve as dele- 
gate to the General Conferences of our church and have 
part in the election of great souls to the office of bishop; 
to sit in council with America’s chief official apostles of 
peace in two wars. All these honors were beyond my de- 
serving. But I speak sincerely when I say to you that no 
honor has come to me, unworthy as I am, that so humbles 
me as to be asked to give counsel to the young ministers 
called of God to minister at holy altars. I protested my 
inadequacy when Bishop Peele gave me this appointment. 
Two things, however, compelled acceptance of the appoint- 
ment. 

(1) One was that if my sainted Methodist mother were 

alive she would say to me, as I have heard her say to not 

*Mr. Daniels, editor of the Raleigh (N. C.) News and Ob- 

server, an influential Methodist leader and prominent in 
national affairs for many years, gave this address at the 
annual conference in November. It appeared first in the 
N. C. Christian Advocate. 


a few young preachers: “God guides the Bishop in send- 
ing men where He needs them and where He will crown 
their work with His favor. 

(2) My mother’s chief disappointment in life was that 
her one unanswered prayer was that one of her sons was 
not called of God to preach the gospel. She would have 
felt more highly honored by such service than if either had 
inspired listening senates or been elevated to the Chief 
Magistracy of the Republic. And I shared and share the 
belief that you young Wesileyans are coming into the most 
exalted station among men at a time that will challenge 
all that is within you. I can truly say that if the voice 
of God had called me to the ministry in my young man- 
hood, I would then have gladly said, ‘“‘Here am I; send 
me.” 

Not called to the ministry, I have sat at the feet of a 
beloved pastor, Bishop Peele, and other Christian leaders 
in the holy office which you are entering this day. I cherish 
the hope that I have been directed in some measure to 
advance righteous causes with the pen. 


Asbury’s Example 


It may be more than a coincidence that today you take 
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the vows in a section early blessed by the ministry of As- 
bury. That Prophet of the Long Road preached in Eliza- 
beth City in 1804. He it was who spread the gospel in 
North Carolina as an itinerant—to listening pioneers along 
the Pasquotank River; in the State Capitol Building; pre- 
sided over the first Methodist Conference in this State on 
April 20, 1785, at the home of Green Hill in Franklin 
County; and left his footprints on the shores of Lake Juna- 
luska, traveling 270,000 miles and preaching 16,275 ser- 
mons. 

Methodism in the New World went with the pioneers 
as they felled the trees to make dwelling places in the 
wilderness. The circuit riders did not wait for the erec- 
tion of church buildings but preached to the people in the 
open or in their temporary homes as, they trekked from 
the seaboard on their way to building a democratic re- 
public on Christian principles in the South and West. Is 
there not here a lesson to the preachers of our day when 
many people who most need the healing of the gospel do 
not enter the doors of the church? If the people do not 
go to church, the call is for the preacher to carry the 
message wherever they stand in need of its saving grace 
in the crowded streets and in the byways. That was the 
call your predecessors in the gospel heard and answered. 
Perhaps the greatest blunder of Methodism in England was 
that it failed to see the fields white unto the harvest that 
beckoned a dynamic Methodist, General William Booth, to 
service among the down and out. That failure made the 
Salvation Army the great independent agency which chal- 
lenges the church today to a like carrying of the gospel 
to the unchurched. 


A List of Don’ts 


Perhaps, instead of affirmative counsel, a layman should 
suggest from the pew a few Don’ts as you enter upon your 
ministry. 

(1) Don’t be afraid. In spite of the physical prosperjty 
of today, the world is in the throes of fear. This is not 
only true of the frustration about world conditions; the 
church has caught the contagion. I bid you cast out all 
fears as you go forth as pastors of people needing a cour- 
age that will inspire faith in today and all the tomorrows. 
Have faith in the future, in yourselves, in your fellow 
men, and believe that as long as God reigns in his heavens 
all may be made well with the world tomorrow, no mat- 
ter how dark are the clouds today. . 

(2) Don’t be afraid to ring out clear for unpopular 
causes even if it cuts across the views or interest of some 
members of your church. Asked the road to political 
success by an ambitious young man, a wise statesman said: 
“Attach yourself to a righteous but unpopular cause and 
give your life to it.””. The great preachers who have lived 
have never asked, “Is it popular?”—but, “Is it right?” 

(3) Don’t be afraid to tell your board of stewards and 
your congregation that you have come to call sinners to 
repentance, to comfort the bereaved, to give cheer to the 
poor, to minister to the sick, to touch the lives of those 
needing the help of the gospel, and not to “‘serve tables.” 
Suggest the re-introduction of the Biblical division of duty 
in the church. Read to the congregation Acts 6:1-6, where 
the disciples declared, “It is not reason that we should 
leave the word of God and serve tables,” so we “will give 
ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the 
Word.” 

(4) Don’t be afraid of innovations or the use of modern 
agencies. The radio and the talking picture are a part 
of life. They have come to stay. Do not condemn them. 
Convert them. Put them to spreading the gospel. Moving 
Pictures depicting Bible scenes and missionary enterprises 
and Christian progress should be utilized in the churches 
and Sunday schools. 

(5) Don’t preach to empty pews. If the people do not 
come to the church, the church must go to the people. It 
must mix with men who sweat and hope and suffer, wher- 
ever they can be found. The command of the Master was 
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If called, he would have said, ‘‘Here am I.”’ 


not to “Minister in a consecrated church’’; it was “Go ye 
into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.” 
This means to you those who live on the other side of the 
tracks. 

(6) Don’t fail to bring in your sermon a message that 
will compel the attention of your congregation. Dullness 
is the only unforgivable sin in the pulpit. I sometimes think 
that the lay official was right who, when asked what should 
be done if the congregation was indifferent, listless and 
sleepy during the sermon, said, “Go into the pulpit and 
wake up the preacher.”’ Unless the preacher can hold the 
attention of his hearers he needs to be aroused himself. 

(7) Don’t be afraid of being called a sensationalist, re- 
vivalist, or evangelist. The most sensational utterance of 
all history was, “Ye must be born again.” It was beyond 
the understanding of the Sanhedrin and of the lawyer 
who sought an interpretation from Jesus. There is dan- 
ger that some preachers will be so afraid of being called 
exhorters or revivalists that they fail to arouse the in- 
terest or hold the attention of their congregaion by de- 
claring and stressing the plan of salvation laid down in 
the Bible. 

(8) Don’t be afraid of appealing to the emotions. I 
have never known a man to be converted unless his heart 
was touched. If there is one pitfall today for young preach- 
ers more dangerous than any other it is to believe that the 
only way to reach the people is through logic and reason. 
No preacher can safely neglect appealing to the intellect. 
But we are told in the Scripture: “Out of the heart come 
the issues of life.”” If you can use only one barrel of the 
two-barreled gospel gun—logic or emotion—I beseech you 
as a minister of the gospel first to seek entrance into the 
hearts of the people. 

As for these don’ts from the pew by one who ventures 
to give counsel without feeling a sense of worthiness, I pray 
you will give them only the consideration they deserve. . . 
With a sense of responsibility I have spoken what I trust 
has at least the merit of long consideration, given with 
sincerity and devotion to our church and with the sincere 
prayer that you may be guided and strengthened not by the 
word of man but by the Spirit of the Head of the Church. 
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EDITORIAL 





Men Working 


Not long ago Bishop Angus Dun, of 
the Washington Diocese, told a group 
of his fellow-Episcopalians in the South 
that the most critical need of his church 
is an “articulate laity.”” Methodists 
and Baptists, he said, ask “something 
more” of their church than liturgical 
responses, as he indicated that laymen 
in his denomination do not take as 
active a part in the church’s work as 
members of other churches. 

Regardless of the comparisons, Bishop 
Dun is right in stressing the ever- 
present need of a greater participation 
in the church courts and in all the 
church's activities by its lay member- 
ship. The fact that the ministry con- 
stitutes, in one respect, a fulltime, em- 
ployed, ‘‘professional’”’ leadership which 
is expected to become expert in the task 
makes this end more difficult. This, 
however, would seem to be all the more 
reason for seeking more definite ways 
to bring laymen—men and women— 
into places of central responsibility. 

Just now we cannot think of a more 
stimulating way to approach this need 
than to get key laymen to read a re- 
cently published book, Laymen Speak- 
ing,* with 28 sections written by as 
many Christian laymen of America as 
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they discuss many sides of church life 
and the challenge to apply the gospel 
to all areas of experience. Officers’ 
meetings and mid-week gatherings 
would be enriched by a thorough study 
of this book and undoubtedly would be 
led to many new ways in which laymen 
can take hold of their jobs. 

A number of Presbyterian, USA, lay- 
men have written parts of the book: 
James §S. Crutchfield (United Fruit); 
Melvin J. Evans (Chicago) Warfield M. 
Firor (Johns Hopkins surgeon); A. 
Ludlow Kramer (retired lawyer and 
banker); John G. Ramsay (labor); 
Frederick C. Shipley (English profes-, 
sor); Wallace C. Speers (the book’s 
editor), and Thomas J. Watson (busi- 
ness machines). Other denominations 
are represented by such men as John 
D. Rockefeller, Jr., J. C. Penney, and 
others. 

In the introduction these laymen say, 
“The church and the world need men 
who know as much about religion as 
they know about their jobs or local 
politics. From such an informed, prac- 
ticing body of Christian laymen will 
emerge more alert lay leadership, giv- 
ing new authority to church pronounce- 
ments, and new directions to politics, 
education, economics, social relations, 
and morals.”” Then they show you what 
some men are already doing. 


*Association Press, New York. 
pp. $2. 


Who Are the Notables? 


Since one of our January issues will 
bring our annual salute to certain 
“Notable Presbyterians,” we are eager 
to have suggestions from our readers 
about men, women and young people, 
laymen as well as ministers, who have 
been doing outstandingly significant 
work in various fields of service. We 
are always interested in those who are 
making great contributions to the 
church at large or within the bounds 
of a synod or presbytery, but we are 
likewise inspired by the examples of 
those in local communities and congre- 
gations, who against heavy odds, are 
moving steadfastly in the direction in 
which the whole church must go in 
sacrifice and courageous service. Would 
you like to write us about some of these” 

This is a request for NOW, but it 
is also to repeat former requests to 
keep on telling us about the contri- 
butions of these ‘‘notables” throughout 
the year. 


Little Rock Has the Right Spirit 


207 


In the kind of outreach which the 


church must come to have as it faces 
growing urban areas, the five churches 
of Little Rock and North Little Rock 
have shown against the fundamentally 
right and Christian way to do it (page 
10). Following their united survey dur- 
ing the fall and the discovery of a likely 
situation, all the churches have made 
a solid front, if we are correctly in- 
formed, in contributing members and 
resources to this new congregation soon 
to be organized. This costs members 
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and a part of the existing budget and 
it persistently deflates the so-called “Big 
Business”’ psychology of bigger and bet- 
ter, but we can’t help feeling that it 
also demonstrates the genuine mission- 
ary spirit without which a church, how- 
ever large, lacks a primary mark of the 
Gospel. Congratulations to these pas- 
tors and church officers and pioneering 
members in the Little Rock area! 


For Christmas 


May we use a few lines on this page 
to call your attention to what we think 
would make (1) a thoroughly appre- 
ciated Christmas gift, and (2) a definite 
contribution to a better informed church 
membership: A gift subscription to THE 
PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK! A refer- 
ence to page 2 of this issue for specific 
information, followed by your list sent 
to our offices via Air Mail we trust will 
pay rich dividends in at least three 
directions: (1) Your friend’s gratitude; 
(2) your own satisfaction, and (3) our 
increased opportunity to serve the 
church and the Kingdom of God. 

We are always deeply grateful to you 
for your abundant encouragement and 
cooperation. 


Cooperating With Newspapers 

An editorial in our November 17 
issue discussed the problem of ‘Better 
Press Relations’ and the hope of a com- 
mittee in the Synod of Arkansas to move 
toward that desirable goal. 

We have just received a copy of an 
excellent pamphlet which will help any 
church leader, and pastors in particular, 
in developing an effective line of ap- 
proach to this widespread need. The 
pamphlet is called, Press Agent for the 
Kingdom of God* and is written by 
James E. Wagner, pastor of St. Peter’s 
Evangelical and Reformed Church, Lan- 
caster, Pa., who himself has had news- 
paper experience. Except for one or 
two passable errors (e. g., he uses the 
hideous construction, ‘““Rev. McFadden,” 
though we sometimes find this in some 
presbyteries’ minutes and even in an 
occasional church bulletin) this brief 
guide will be found to contain a wealth 
of suggestions about how to do the job. 
To dip in at one or two points, let us 
read from the pamphlet: 

“Don’t entertain the idea that the 
Roman Catholic Church in some mys- 
terious manner controls the press and 
thus gets better coverage than Prot- 
estantism, . . . In the degree to which 
Roman Catholicism is getting a good 
press, it is due to factors which are 
simply a challenge to Protestant de- 
nominations and to local Protestant pas- 
tors. Both as a national and in- 
ternational religious community and in 
the person of the local priest, the Roman 
Catholic Church goes to trouble and ex: 
pense to make itself available to the 
press. A priest, or a leading Catholic 
layman, knows, although he may never 
think of it directly as this, that he is 

*Department of United Promotion, 
Svangelical and Reformed Church, 1505 
Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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‘press agent for the church’ and that 
unless he or someone else assumes this 
responsibility his church just won’t get 
the publicity he wants it to have. 


In closing Dr. Wagner writes, “The 
local pastor faces a real challenge if 
the church and the gospel are to get the 
publicity both deserve. And the pastor 
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will find in the newspaper personnel 
many a fine personal friend, many a 
Christian churchman, and always a men- 
tality which is sensitive and receptive 
to anything that is really news.” 

Now, for the specific helps, write for 
your copy of the pamphlet. It does 
not bear a price mark, but it will be 
well worth ten cents—or more. 





CARICATURES 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“As we have borne the image of the 
earthy, we shall also bear the image of 
the heavenly.” I Corinthians 15:49. 


“The human race makes me tired,’’ 
said the Professor. 

“You must have been riding on a 
bus,” said the Preacher. 

“TI was... ninety long miles. I had 
a seat, too, I wasn’t scrouged. But the 
faces! They reconcile me to the idea 
of the end of the world.” 

“Well, but that was out in the coun- 
try. You can’t expect beauty parlors 
everywhere.”’ 

“Makes no difference. I was in the 
city last week. While city faces don’t 
look like country faces they don’t look 
better. White, tired, worried, greedy, 
brutal, harried ... and the women—all 
the beauty parlors do to them is to make 
them look not more but less human.” 

“You’re hard to please,” said the 
Preacher. ‘‘You don’t like city faces 
because they don’t look natural and you 
don’t like country faces because they 
look too natural.’”’ 

“That’s the point. It’s the human 
look itself that makes me tired. When 
they try to improve on it they don’t 
know what to do and they only make it 
worse. But the human look ... most 
of them seem to me like caricatures. 
There’s just that twist, that not-quite- 
rightness, about them all.’’ 

“Human beings are more than faces,” 
broke in the Preacher. 

“I know,”’ the Professor said, ‘“. . . 
their minds. When you think of what 
the philosophers all the way from Plato 
down have said about Mind, you would 
think that inside, anyway, people would 
reflect the Eternal Reason, Poets may 
believe that if they like, but not pro- 
fessors. If the Man from Mars were 
offered a position teaching, anywhere 
from kindergarten to university, he 
would jump at the chance. He might 
hot like the human look but he would 
think that in a _ society of minds he 
would be in contact with something 
truly great. But he would get a shock. 
Even the human mind is a _ kind of 
caricature Its lines are never true, the 
whole thing is a distortion and a be- 
littlement of what a mind ought to be.” 

“Come, come,” said the Preacher. 
“What about yours?” 

“Yes, mine too,” the Professor smiled. 
“Mine never does what I want it to. In 
all my life, for example, I doubt whether 
I've ever remembered anything cor- 





rectly. But I don’t claim to be in the 
top rank or anywhere near it. Take the 
really first-rate minds in our world to- 
day. Where is one without its twist, 
its lack of balance, its little freakish- 
ness?’’ 

“T don’t know,’ said the Preacher. 
“By your own admission your mind 
isn’t what you would call normal, and 
perhaps the way other people look to 
you is the result of your own crooked 
vision, When I was a boy I got hold of 
a pile of old comic papers and read 
straight through them. You know what 
cured me? I noticed that whenever I 
looked at real persons or horses or 
houses, they looked crooked to me, just 
like the pictures. Boy as I was, I quit 
comics then and there. [I wanted to see 
the world as it is, if I could. 

“But still, I can come near agreeing 
with you,” he went on. ‘And when I 
said people aren’t all faces, I wasn’t 
thinking about minds, I was thinking 
about souls. Maybe the difficulty peo- 
ple have in believing we have souls at 
all is that so many of us have such 
shriveled grotesque dwarfs of the 
genuine thing. .. . Really, what you’ve 
been saying is just that doctrine you’ve 
argued with me about so often—-total 
depravity. You are saying just what 
the church has always said—that no 
man is normal, there’s a twist in every- 
body, in his body, in his mind, in- his 
soul. The Man from—not Mars, but 
Heaven, would get the same impression 
of the human race that you would if you 
heard a familiar symphony played off- 
key all the way through. It’s the same 
thing, but with just enough difference 
to make it horribly painful. It’s not 
only that it’s just not right, but the 
rightness haunts you. The human race 
may be a caricature, as you say, but it 
is a caricature of something. Every 
parody gets its point from the original.’ 

“Don’t tell me you are going to bring 
up Adam and Eve,” said the Professor, 
who took his sciences seriously. 

“Not at all. I mean there was—there 
is—one true and undistorted Human 
Being. It is his likeness that haunts us 
when we look at ourselves and at others. 
He is the beginning of the true human 
race, the ‘first-born among many breth- 
ren.’ You can skip the funerals, but I 
have to attend all there are in our 
church, you know. And every time I 
say those great words I have the thrill 
all over again... ‘as we have borne the 
image of the earthy, we shall also bear 
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the image of the heavenly.’ This clay 
image, this crockery distortion, he is 
through with it now. The next time we 
see our friend he will be like a cartoon 
that has righted itself and come to life 
at last.” 

“But I thought you didn’t believe 
that everybody goes to heaven?”’ 

“No,” said the Preacher sadly. ‘No. 
But what worse hell could you imagine 
than a world in which these distorted 
lines, these off-key parodies on music, 
became fixed and final? Hell is where 
no one is quite human; heaven is where 
humanity, bearing the image of the 
heavenly, becomes its true self at last.” 





| We Presbyterians 


By ARTHUR V. BOAND 





7. FRANCIS M. DAVIS 

Out here in the Synod of Texas, in 
Western Texas Presbytery where the 
West really begins, there is a man who 
accepted a call to a little home mis- 
sion church that was rapidly falling 
to pieces and built it back into a strong, 
flourishing, self-supporting church of 
more than 250 members. That man is 
the Rev. Francis M. Davis, D. D., pas- 
tor of the Crestholme Presbyterian 
Church in San Antonio. A native of 
Ohio, Francis Davis was educated at 
Oberlin College and Seminary; licensed 
and ordained in the United Brethren 
Church; served in several pastorates in 
the Presbyterian, USA, Church between 
1915 and 1921, besides serving at home 
and overseas with the YMCA during 
the first World War, and has been a 
successful pastor in the Southern 
Church since 1921. Accepting a call to 
the San Benito Church in the lower 
Rio Grande Valley, Dr. Davis soon 
proved himself a worthy successor to 
men like J. W. Skinner, Sam Glasgow, 
Ed. Paisley, B. K. Tenney, and the other 
Presbyterian preachers who had more 
or less pioneered in this great citrus- 
and vegetable-growing area. Later at 
the Alamo Heights Church in San An- 
tonio, at Aransas Pass, and now at the 
Crestholme Church in the Alamo City, 
Francis Davis was and is beloved be- 
cause of his aggressive, conscientious 
and fruitful ministry. If it takes a 
United Brethren background and pas- 
torates in the USA Church to make 
aggressive, forwarding-looking minis- 
ters for the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States, then let’s have more of 
them. 
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CHURCH NEWS 





Warn Against Losing 


Essential in Program 


Arkansas News Letter 

Churchmen can be evangelical with- 
out being evangelistic, members of Pine 
Bluff Presbytery were told by their re- 
tiring moderator, James I. Paisley re- 
cently. ‘‘To be evangelical is to preach 
the gospel,” he said, ‘“‘but evangelistic 
is the spirit in which you preach that 
gospel.” At the same n:eeting Clinton 
Harris, Arkadelphia layman who is tem- 
porarily working full time for the Pro- 
gram of Progress and men’s work in the 
synod, brought a stirring appeal to the 
presbytery. ‘‘No man,” he said, “is a 
blank in the universe. Essentially he 
is either a blot or a blessing in his in- 
fluence upon others in leading them to 


the Savior. We must make evangelism, 





BANK BY MAIL 

At First and Merchants, you have the 
benefit of banking-by-mail. It makes 
a teller of your own mail-box. S’mply 
fill in deposit slips, and mail your de- 
posit to the bank. Your receipt is re- 
turned by mail. Ask for envelopes as 
a matter of convenience. 


FIRST AND MERCHANTS 
National Bank of Richmond 


JOHN M. MILLER, JR., 
Chairman of the Board 
H. HITER HARRIS, 
President 
Capital and Surplus Six Million Dollars 
Member Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


not only in theory but in fact, the chief 
emphasis in the Program of Progress or 
it will become a Program of Regress.”’ 
Five Churches Give Full Support 
In Organizing New Congregation 

The five Presbyterian churches of 
Little Rock and North Little Rock 
joined forces this fall to canvass a 
rapidly growing area in Norh Little 
Rock with the result that a new church 
will soon be organized in the Park Hill 
area. All the churches will contribute 
some of their members with the First 
church of North Little Rock giving the 
largest number. ... The same five 
churches conducted a leadership school 
early in November, enrolling 164 and 
granting 71 credits. 


Synod’s Institutions Face 
Many Kinds of Emergencies 


pArkansas’ Presbyterian institutions 
ave facing various kinds of emergencies. 
Arkansas College, equipped to handle 
250 students, has 426. Many of its 
buildings are old and outdated. Synod 
has authorized a $543,500 campaign for 


Mitchell College 


A coeducational institution distinctive 
in Christian ideals. Presbyterian. 
Founded 1856. Fully accredited aca- 
demic work first two years of college. 
Outstanding departments in music and 
business. Approved for veterans. Resi- 
dence for women and single men. Lib- 
eral scholarships. Moderate rates. Cat- 
alog P. A few vacancies now for sec- 
ond semester which begins Jan. 26. 
John Montgomery Pres., Statesville, 
N. C. 











Davidson College 


Davidson, North Carolina. 


Where a Good Past 
Predicts a Better Future 
J. R. Cunningham, President 











dents. 
which they are prepared. 


priority. 





Southwestern at Memphis 


Announces that a limited number of well prepared students with serious 
purpose, including some dormitory residents, may be admitted for the second 
semester, beginning February 3, 1948, since a number of those now in at- 
tendance, because of the accelerated summer program of twelve weeks, will 
have completed their courses at that time. 

Beginning classes in the laboratory sciences, French, Spanish, English, 
mathematics, Bible, speech, history, and economics will be open to such stu- 
Those transferring from other colleges may enter advanced classes for 


Applications for admission in September, 1948, are now being received 
and will be acted upon as promptly as possible. 


Address inquiries to The Registrar 
Southwestern at Memphis 
Memphis 12, Tennessee 


Early applications receive 
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a new gymnasium, educational building, 
endowment fund and other needs. The 
gymnasium, now almost completed, is 
one of the finest in the state. So far, 
$241,736 has been raised. The Vera 
Lloyd Home for Children in Monticello 
finds that its boys’ dormitory has been 
condemned by state authorities. Emer- 
gency funds must be raised quickiy to 
provide new housing facilities. One 
building at Caddo Valley Academy was 
slightly damaged by a recent fire. 


Presbytery Pioneers in Seeking 
Solution of Widespread Problem 

One perennial problem of all presby- 
teries has been bravely tackled by 
Arkansas Presbytery with some good 
results. The problem: Dull and unin- 
teresting meetings from which too many 
men leave before the final minutes are 
read. At its fall meeting at Mather 
Lodge, in beautiful Petit Jean State 
Park, this presbytery spent less than 
two hours on business and gave the rest 
of the time to inspiration. A. V. Gibson, 
Atlanta pastor, spoke three times on 
phases of “The Continuous Church”; 
Dean James I, McCord of Austin Semi- 
nary discussed ‘‘Trends in Present Day 
Theology”; Dr. Crawford N. Baganz, 
director of educational psychiatry at 
Fort Roots General Hospital in North 
Little Rock, spoke on ‘‘The Contribution 
Psychiatry Can Make to Christianity.” 
Most of the presbyters stayed through 
to participate in the discussions grow- 
ing out of this program. 


Here and There 

Stuart R. Oglesby, Central church, 
Atlanta, makes two trips to his native 
state this fall. He preached the sermon 
at the Diamond Jubilee celebration of 
Arkansas College, his alma mater, and 
early in December he conducted a series 
of meetings in the Pulaski Heights 
church, Little Rock, where his nephew, 
W. B. Oglesby, Jr., is pastor. ... R. 
Girard Lowe, First church, Jackson, 
Miss., led an evangelistic week at Cam- 
den early in November. . . . Kenneth §. 
Keyes, Miami layman, spoke on Tithing 
to large gatherings of men in Forrest 
City, Little Rock, Fort Smith and Hl 
Dorado last month. . . . Contrary to the 
popular notion of some laymen, minis- 
ters are not immune to the trials of this 
mundane world, as John J. Hayes, re 
gional director of Religious Education 
for Arkansas and Missouri, will testify. 
The Little Rock housing shortage has 
been so acute that Hayes, after being 


. forced to move from one place to an- 


other, finally settled in one small room 
for several months while his wife and 
children went to spend a few months 
with her mother in Florida, Haven has 
just been found in the renting of an 
extra “manse’” owned by the Central 
church, Little Rock, and reunion and 
occupancy are expected to occur simul- 
taneously by the first of the (happy) 
new year. 

—IRVINE HOGE WILLIAMS. 

Monticello. 
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Kennon Is in Race 


\ 


For La. Governor 


Louisiana News Letter 


Four candidates for Governor are in 
the field—two opposing the remnants of i 
the old Huey Long machine and two 
dividing the support of the machine 
politicians. In the first pair is Judge 
Robert F. Kennon of the State Supreme 
Court, a leader among Presbyterian men f 
of the synod and last year president of 
Also 
in the race is the first of the reform 
governors, Sam H, Jones. On the other 
side of the line are to be found Earl K. 
Long, brother of the late Huey Long, 
and Congressman James H. Morrison. 


the men of the General Assembly. 


Wallace Supports Recommendations 
Of Truman’s Civil Rights Group 


Former Vice-President Henry Wallace 4 
spoke in New Orleans recently to an un- ROBERT F. KENNON 
segregated audience of about 1,300 peo- Men's leader runs for Governor. 
ple. He took time to endorse the work Dibelius Points to Safeguarding 

of the President’s Committee on CivilFundamental Human Rights 

Rights and expressed the hope that the Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin and 
recommendations of that committee Brandenburg spoke to the ministers’ as- 
would find places in the platforms ofsociation in New Orleans not long ago, 
both major parties. Wallace spoke tostressing the importance of safeguard- 
overflow audiences at Louisiana State,ing all human rights, recalling that the 
Tulane and Dillard Universities, struggle in Germany began first on the 


Whose Job Is This? 


Larger financial provision must be made for our ministers who have 
retired and for the widows and young children of those who have died. 





The General Assembly has acknowledged its responsibility and 
erected the Ministers’ Annity Fund. This fund has met every promise, 
is now meeting every pledge and its assets will meet its liabilities in the 
future. The declining rate of interest renders it impossible to grant 
larger annuities—while the rapid rise of the cost of living is creating sad 
conditions in these homes. 





The Board of Direction of the M. A. F. has administered the fund 


with diligence and full appreciation of the great responsibility resting 
upon it. 


Every member of the Presbyterian Family also has a serious and 
binding responsibility. Together we must pray and work and give. This 
is a call for liberal gifts to meet this urgent need. We give with unusual 


liberality to numerous worthy causes. We will now care for our own. 


A check today A legacy in your will 


Presbyterian Church in the United States 


Ministers’ Annuity Fund 
Wade H. Boggs, Secretary Wm. H. Hopper, Treasurer 


410 Urban Building, Louisville 2, Ky. 
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Ring out the 
darkness 
of the land, 
Ring in the Christ 
_ that is to be} 


ennyson 





N othing can better express 
the joy of Christmas than the 
musie of beautiful bells. Borne 
through the skies on golden 
wings, it soars straight to our 
hearts and makes even more 
ecstatic the happiness that 
dwells there. 


Christmastime is the time of 
all the year when we know 
happiness for what it truly is— 
when love and kindness and the 
pleasure of giving are the guide- 
posts of our lives. That has been 
true down through the cen- 
turies: the darkness of doubt 
and selfishness has ever van- 
ished before the brilliance of the 
Spirit of Christmas. 


Down through the centuries, 
too, multitudes have hearkened 
to bells, and to carillons—and 
this love of bell music has never 
waned. Why not plan to thrill 
your community through the 
years to come with the sweet- 
est bell music ever heard—the 
musie of Carillonie Bells? 


For complete details, write 
dept. PO-10, 


VOI eg 





ELECTRONICS, inc. 
SELLERSVILLE, PA. 


““CARILLONIC BELLS’” © TOWER MUSIC SYSTEMS © ACOUSTIC 
CORRECTION UNITS © SOUND DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS © CHURCH HEARING AIDS 
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question of the Jews, as to the non- 
Aryan members of the church. “The 
church has to stand against every un- 
just thing done in the midst of the na- 
tion,’’ he urged. His visit to this coun- 
try is under the joint sponsorship of the 
Federal Council of Churches and the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church, He 
is said to be the first visitor to come to 
the U. S. from the Russian zone, 


Young People Join in Supporting 
Negro Work at Berean Center 


New Orleans young people for the 





FINANCIAL CAMPAIGN 
$ $ PLAN BOOK $ $ 


Over 


$50,000,000 Produced 
by Using This Plan. 


for 


CHURCHES and COLLEGES 
(First edition entirely sold 
New edition being printed) 

a 
Price $10 per copy 
@ 


Get your copy now 
before it’s too late. 


* 
Compiled and Edited 
by 
REV. 8S. W. McGILL, D. D. 
822 Nuttman Avenue 
Ft. Wayne, Ind. 


Orders received from Texas, 
California, Oregon, Pennsylvania, 
Wisconsin, Illinois, Virginia, etc. 


$ $ $ $ 
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second year held a week-end retreat at 
the synod’s conference grounds at Silli- 
man College. A cold wave that sent the 
mercury into the low forties failed to 
cool the ardor and enthusiasm of this 
group of 130. In addition to other pro- 
jects, they have taken responsibility for 
contributing to specific needs at the 
Berean Center, the Presbyterian Negro 
institutional work in New Orleans, 
where hundreds attend daily without 
anything like adequate equipment. 


Hoyt Miller Leads Progress 
Campaign in Louisiana 


A. Hoyt Miller, missionary to Africa, 
has been assigned to Louisiana to act as 
director of the Program of Progress 
campaign in this synod. He has begun 
his work and expects to give all his time 
to this effort during the next few 
months before returning to the Belgian 
Congo. 


WARNER. DUBOSE, JR. 
New Orleans. 





NO ONE ELSE 


—can know so well as you your- 
self, the wisest distribution of 
your estate. 

But unless you make a will, 
your estate must be distributed 
according to the law which may 
be contrary to the best interest 
of those you wish to benefit. 

Make your will today and 
name as your executor and 
trustee the 


Virginia Trust Company 
THE SAFE EXECUTOR 
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 

Member Federal Deposit Insurance 


Corporation 














Help by December 31, 1947 


Mail in your gift or pledge or send through your Church Treasurer. 


“Synod’s Permanent Committee on Educational Institutions has received 
from Presbyterian Junior College for Men a report on its financial campaign 
which shows progress, but also the necessity of raising in cash or pledges 
$44,800 before December 31, 1947, if conditional pledges totaling $15,000 are 
to be paid. The Committee heartily commends this institution to the churches 
of the Synod, and expresses the hope that they will either pay in cash or sub- 
scribe this $44,800 in time to claim the conditional pledges. 
meet the requirement for the conditional pledges and aid in securing accredi- 
tation of the college by the Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools.’’—Action of Committee on November 17, 1947. 


Gifts up to 15% subject to deduction from Federal Tax. All gifts acknowl- 
edged by Business Manager and entered on Book of Remembrance. 


Send your gift in time to 
PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE, BOX B-1, MAXTON, N. C. 


. This would 














——_ 








t at 
illi- 
the 
l to 
this 
pro- 
for 
the 
egro 
ans, 
hout 


rica, 
ct as 
ZTess 
egun 
time 

few 
lgian 


ur- 


ill, 
ted 
lay 


est 
nd 
ind 


ance 


| | 


eived 
paign 
edges 
0 are 
rches 
 sub- 
vould 
credi- 
ndary 


nowl- 














DECEMBER 15, 1947 


BIBLE STUDY 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


The Prince of Peace 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR DECEMBER 21 


Isaiah 9:2-7; Revelation 11:15; 15:2-4 


Scripture quotations are from the 
Standard Version (O. T.); Revised 
Standard Version (N. T.). 


On Christmas day the whole world 
tends to forget its bitter animosities— 
if only for a moment, and to think of 
the birth of the Prince of Peace. On 
the Sunday before Christmas we are 
asked to think of his eventual triumph, 
of that day which now seems so dis- 
tant. We have three passages, one 
taken from the greatest of the Old Tes- 
tament prophets, two from that seer 
whose vision closes the New Testament 
revelation. Two picture the reign of 
the Prince of Peace on earth, the other 
the reign of the Prince of Peace in 
heaven. 


I. PEACE ON EARTH 


When Isaiah wrote the great world 
power was Assyria, a cruel, militaristic 
nation which was marching steadily 
westward and crushing relentlessly the 
smaller nations that stood in its way. 
Chapter 8 describes the terrors of their 
invasion, ending with a prediction of 
“distress and darkness, the gloom of 
anguish,’’ and the ‘‘thick darkness’’ into 
which the people shall be ‘driven 
away.”’ 

Chapter 9 opens with a prophecy of 
hope, a promise of light, the prediction 
of final deliverance. We note 

1, The Joy of the Deliverance (1-3). 
Zebulon and Naphtali were tribal areas 
in Northern Palestine, directly west of 
the Sea of Galilee, and north of the 
valley of Jezreel. ‘‘Galilee’’ was a geo- 
graphical term covering all the territory 
of these two tribes and the surrounding 
area as well. It was called ‘Galilee of 
the nations” because the area was in- 
habited in part by peoples other than 
the Hebrews. This was the region first 
depopulated by the Assyrian conqueror, 
Tiglath-pileser in 734, some years be- 
fore this prophecy was delivered (II 
Kings 15:29); the part of the land, 
therefore, on which the reproach of 
foreign dominion will have lain longest 
When the deliverance comes. This de- 
liverance is described as usual in the 
bast tense, the tense of prophetic cer- 
tainty. What Isaiah means is that the 
darkness of oppression and sorrow will 
be suddenly dispelled by the shining of 
4 great light and hailed with shouts of 
rejoicing by an emancipated nation. The 
Process of depopulation, the result of 
deportation and war, shall be arrested 
ald reversed, and the followers of 
Jehovah multiplied in number. It is 
8elerally recognized that the reading of 





the King James version, ‘‘not increased 
the joy’ is wrong. It should read as 
in the Standard Version, “Thou hast 
multiplied the nation; thou hast in- 
creased their joy: they joy before thee 
according to the joy in harvest, as men 
rejoice when they divide the spoil.’’ 

The whole prophecy acquired a new 
and surprising significance when the 
good news of the Kingdom began to be 
proclaimed by our Lord first in Galilee. 
We know, as Isaiah did not, that the in- 
crease comes from the attractive power 
of the cross. 

2. The Nature of the Deliverance 
(4-5). As before, Isaiah is thinking of 
the overthrow of the Assyrian tyranny. 
Assyria was overthrown but it was not 
for this deliverance that the Messiah 
was sent. The yoke of his burden 
means the Assyrian’s irksome yoke; the 
staff of his shoulder is the staff with 
which Judah’s shoulder was beaten; the 
day of Midian refers to the time when 
Gideon broke forever the power of the 
Midianites. Verse 5 is hopelessly ob- 
scure in the King James Version. It is 
a little clearer in the Standard Version: 
“For all the armor of the armed man in 
the tumult, and the garments rolled in 
blood, shall be for burning, for fuel 
of fire.” Isaiah says that the deliver- 
ance shall include the utter destruc- 
tion of the armor and weapons of their 
enemy; even their blood-soaked gar- 
ments shall be burned. 

3. The Agent of the Deliverance (6). 
Almost certainly the child here de- 
scribed is the same child to whom refer- 
ence has been made in 7:14—tthe child 
born to some unknown Jewish maiden, 
a virgin. This child we are now told 
shall sit upon the throne of David and 
will combine in his single person the 
insight of the statesman, the valor of 
the warrior, the loving care of a father, 
and the power which will enable him 
to keep his enemies in subjection. 

First, he shall be called Wonderful 
Counselor (almost certainly to be taken 
as a single phrase), one who is wonder- 
ful in his insight, in his counsel. Second, 
he shall be called Mighty God. Says 
Skinner: “These two titles ascribe to 
the Messiah the two fundamental vir- 
tues of a ruler, wisdom and strength, 
both in superhuman measure.’”’ 

The remaining two titles describe the 
character of the Messiah’s government, 
as (a) paternal, and (b) peaceful. The 
first attributes indicate that the Messiah 
will serve as a father to his people; not 
for a day or a year or a generation, but 
forever. ‘‘The whole series of. names 
culminates in the “Prince of Peace,” 
which he is by virtue of the characteris- 
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tics expressed in the foregoing names. 
The name pierces to the heart of Christ’s 
work. For the individual he brings 
peace with God, peace in the else dis- 
cordant inner nature, peace amid storms 
of calamity—the peace of submission, 
of fellowship with God, of self-control, 
of received forgiveness and sanctifying. 
For nations and civic communities he 
brings peace which will one day hush 
the tumults of war, and burn chariots 
and all warlike implements in the fire. 
The vision tarries because Christ’s fol- 
lowers have not been true to their Mas- 
ter’s mission, but it comes, though its 
march is slow. We can hasten its 
arrival.”” (Alexander MacLaren.) 

4. The Extent of the Deliverance (7). 
The throne of the Messiah will be es- 
tablished and supported not by force 
and conquest, but by the moral qualities 
of justice (rather than ‘‘judgment” as 
in the King James Version) and right- 
eousness. It is a kingdom which will 
continue to grow and shall never end. 


How Will It Come? 


As we look out upon the present world 
situation, is it possible even to hope for 
such a government? Certainly not if 
we rely on human agencies alone. But 
Isaiah had faith in God even as we must 
have at the present time. ‘The zeal 
of the Lord of Hosts will perform 
this.’ 

But are we to rely on God alone? 
One of our most popular Sunday school 
commentators recently wrote: ‘The 
world needs peace. Selfish nations and 
conniving politicians and godless men 
are never going to bring peace by their 
efforts to this bloodsoaked earth; yet 
thank God for One who is almighty 
and omnipotent, who some day will ful- 
fill the dreams of the hearts of millions 
of men of every age, and bestow upon 
the earth a lasting peace. Until that 
time shall come let us not waste our 
energies and possessions in foolish at- 
tempts to bring about some temporary, 
superficial, limited peace by the easily 
broken covenants of men, but let us 
give ourselves day and night to preach- 
ing the only Gospel that can ever save, 
and hold up him by whom alone men 
may have eternal life.” Is this sound 
advice? 

At the present time the greatest dan- 
ger of war comes from the expansion 
of Russian communism. The October 
number of The Bridge quotes Dr. Paui 
Hutchinson: “I think that we are going 
to have a bad time—a very bad time— 
in our dealings with Russia. Yet there 
is no reason to grow panicky. If we will 
but keep constantly clear in our minds 
what communism essentially is, we 
should be able to chart a constructive 
course of our own. Communism is a 
dynamic revolutionary force promising 
heaven on earth to the masses. As such 
it is a beacon of hope to the hordes 
of the exploited. But it is also being 
tested in the laboratory of human ex- 
perience. In the long run it cannot avoid 
the results of that test. For the time 
being, however, if we believe that human 
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welfare requires that communism shall 
not continue to expand its power in- 
definitely, we must prepare to prove that 
our social and political system can pro- 
vide more comfort, more security, more 
opportunity, more liberty and more 
satisfaction than any other. If we can 
do that, the prospect of a communist 
wave engulfing our democratic world 
will gradually fade away. If we can do 
that, even an atomicly armed Soviet 
state will hesitate to force a showdown 
with the rest of the world genuinely 
devoted to the democratic cause. But 
if we cannot do that, all our arms and 
all our techniques will never save us 
from the rejection which history will 
visit upon us.’”’ 


Mrs. Aloosha Fischer, noted Russian 
emigre, now an American citizen, em- 
phasizes the same point: ‘‘Russia makes 
capital out of our defects. She plays 
up our racial discriminations, our 
various inequalities, our lack of vete- 
rans’ housing, most of all, our racial 
discriminations, in a way that is having 
devastating effects in Europe and 
throughout Asia. The only way to fight 
this ideological warfare in the world 
is to make our democracy work. We 
must work at our democracy the way 
the communists work at their com- 
munism, we must make our democracy 
real. We as individuals may not be 
able to influence government policy, but 
in our personal relations we can be 
good people, good democrats, and fight 
the defects of our democracy openly.”’ 

If we are to insure peace in our time, 
if we are to hasten the reign of the 
Prince of Peace we must preach the 
Gospel—-yes—but we must also seek to 
make our Christianity real. We must 
work at our Christianity as hard as 
communists work at their communism. 
We must commend it by our deeds as 
well as by our words. 


Assurance of Success 


John the seer tells us in Rev. 11:15 
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that the time is coming when “the sov- 
ereignty of the world has passed into 
the possession of our Lord and his 
Christ, and he will reign forever and 
ever.”” (Goodspeed.) As Swete com- 
ments: “The words suggest the vision 
of a world empire, once dominated by 
an usurping power, which has now at 
length passed into the hands of its true 
Owner and Imperator. The world long 
struggle will end in this transfer. That 
reign is perennial, no age will see its 
end.” 

“Such is the victory that was promised 

to the Christians of the first century 
as they faced persecution, tribulation, 
and martyrdom,” writes Cady H. Allen 
in his inspiring book on ‘‘The Message 
of the Book of Revelation”? (Abingdon- 
Cokesbury Press). Such is the victory 
held out to us Christians of the Twen- 
tieth Century as we still carry on the 
struggle against sin and unrighteous- 
against and poverty, 
against irreligion and _ secularism, 
against hatred and _ intolerant 
nationalism, against war and exploita- 
tion and all the hosts of darkness. . 
If the seer of Patmos in such desperate 
times could shout in triumph amid the 
sufferings of his island exile, how much 
more we of today with nineteen cen- 
turies of Christian history to inspire 
us! Not that we should repose in easy 
confidence that the conflict is well-nigh 
over. Not that we are to cherish any 
superficial ideas as to all that is in- 
volved in ultimate victory. But that, 
as we take our part in the great strug- 
gle, we may press on with joyful assur- 
ance of the final outcome. It may be 
that we ourselves shall fall wounded in 
the thick of the fight. Or perchance 
the particular campaign to which we 
personally are ordered may meet with 
discomfiture. But what of that? The 
pledge of victory is sure. The Church 
of Christ is founded upon a rock and 
against it the gates of hell shall not pre- 
vail. The seed of the Kingdom is to 
grow into a tree so large that the nations 
of the earth may find shelter in its 
shade. The leaven which Christ set 
to work in this world must permeate 
every phase and relationship of its life 
till all is leavened. ‘In the world ye 
have tribulation: but be of good cheer; 
I have overcome the world.’ Hallelu- 
jah.”’ 


ness, ignorance 


class 


Il. PEACE IN HEAVEN 


In Rev. 15:2-4 we have a picture of 
the redeemed in heaven after the com- 
pletion of their earthly warfare, after 
they have successfully overcome Satan, 
the great adversary. 

They are standing by a sea of glass, 
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mingled with fire. This sea has been 
previously referred to in 4:6, where we 
are told it stands before the throne 
of God. It stands here for God’s holi- 
ness, his separation from sinful man, 
It seems to bar all human approach to 
God’s presence. As Kiddle says, “God 
is a monarch removed from men by un- 
navigable seas.”” But now, purified by 
Christ’s sacrifice, and ennobled by their 
own sufferings, men are able to cross 
into the very presence of God. And 
here they are—men who have escaped 
the beast (i. e., Satan) and have re- 
fused to pay divine homage to the state 
(the image, the number of his name, 


refer to the state cult, in which the 
Roman empire was worshipped as 
divine). The glow of the sea speaks 


of the fire through which they have 
passed, and yet more of the divine wrath 
about to fall on the world which has 
condemned them. The harps are not to 
be taken literally any more than other 
elements in the picture. They sym- 
bolize the joy of the saints in heaven, 
the harmony existing between God and 
those who have entered upon their 
heavenly reward. 

The song which they sing is the song 
of Moses and of the Lamb. The Song 
of Moses (Exodus 15) celebrates the 
deliverance of Israel from the Land of 
Bondage through the Red Sea. _ This 
song, a new song, celebrates a greater 
deliverance, the song of Moses and of 
the Lamb. It suggests also that as the 
Red Sea had engulfed the enemies of 
Israel, so this sea of glass, mingled with 
fire, which they have forded with the 
aid of Christ, is now about to submerge 
their foes. 

The song celebrates first God’s works 
which are great and marvelous. “This 
is intended to remind us that God has 
made all things—that the beauty of the 
landscape, the glory of the heavens, the 
infinite mystery of the living and grow- 
ing world are signs of the power and 
continuous care which God manifests to- 
wards his creation.”’ It goes on to praise 
God’s ways which are righteous and 
true. We may not understand them now, 
but some day, as the saints in heaven, 
we shall recognize that this is so. God, 
not the Roman emperor, nor any other 
earthly potentate, is the ruler of the 
nations. He alone determines the final 
outcome of history. ‘‘Then the heavenly 
host goes on to speak of the fear—not 
terror, but holy awe—which men should 
have for God. He only is holy and right. 
His righteous acts have been made 
manifest, and in the end ‘all nations 
shall come and worship before thee 
‘ .’ In these last words the 
heavenly song bids us look confidently 
to that day when earthly evil will at 
last be permanently overthrown and 


when the ways of God will everywhere 
prevail.” 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE GREATEST TEXTS OF THE 
BIBLE. By Clarence Edward Macart- 
ney. Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, Nash- 
ville-New York. 219 pages. $2.00. 





Good preaching by a great preacher 
on beloved and useful texts character- 
izes the nineteen sermons in this book. 
Most of these are on selected verses in 
the New Testament and treat fundamen- 
tal doctrines like the Incarnation, the 
Atonement, the forgiveness of God, 
God’s mercy and judgment, the con- 
summation of history and eternal life. 


‘Even the four Old Testament texts cho- 


sen point to Christ, just as the others 
are definitely Christ-centered. 

The preacher believes that it makes 
a great difference whether people heed 
the gospel or not. He illustrates his 
appeal to accept Christ in his usual 
winning way. The best thing about the 
sermons is that they impel and almost 
command re-reading. They will stimu- 
late other ministers and should cause 
laymen to pray more for their own pas- 
tors that they might preach like that! 

HARRY H. BRYAN. 
Bessemer, Ala. 


TALES OF A KOREAN GRAND- 
MOTHER. By Frances Carpenter. 
Doubleday and Co., New York. 287 pp., 
$3.00. 

The book’s attractive pages are il- 
lustrated with beautiful reproductions 
of rare Korean paintings. The author 
skillfully leads the reader backward to 
the time ‘“‘many, many years ago before 
the western ideas and new ways of liv- 
ing came to this Asiatic land of Korea.” 
The long, leisurely days of the aristo- 
cratic family of Kim in their life in the 
Inner Court becomes vivid. The reader 
watches in the interesting story with 
the same eagerness of the grandchildren 
for the tales and stories which Halmoni, 
the beloved grandmother, tells with en- 
trancing skill. Thirty-two of these rich 
Korean tales are given in this book, 
each a delightful mixture of fact, fancy, 
and genuine folklore. The Kim family 
becomes alive and the simple living of 
long ago has reality under the author’s 
skillful pen, 

Frances Carpenter, who now lives in 
Washington, D. C., travelled with her 
journalist father for a number of years. 
Her travels, her deep interest and her 
hard study have enabled her to preserve 
the real flavor of different people in dif- 
ferent lands. Her fifth book will have 
a wide interest among all persons who 
love folklore, 

MYRTLE WILLIAMSON. 

ATS, Richmond, Va. 


LIVING YOUR LIFE TODAY. By 
Samuel M. Shoemaker. Fleming H. 
Revell Co., New York. 128 pp. $1.50. 

A collection of eighteen brief ad- 
dresses by the rector of Calvary Church, 
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New York City, originally delivered over 
the radio, or from his own pulpit. Simi- 
lar in style and subject matter to his 
book, How You Can Find Happiness, 
published a few months ago. Dr. Shoe- 
maker deals in a practical, down-to- 
earth fashion with a number of the 
everyday problems people face today, 
and offers a Christian solution. The 
book is devotional in spirit and simple 
in language. Laymen especially, will 
find it inspirational and helpful. 
WILLIAM M. ELLIOTT, JR. 

Dallas, Texas. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 





The Small One. By Charles Tazewell. 
John C. Winston. $1.00. 

Secrets of the Heart. Kahlil Gibran. 
Philosophical Library. $4.75. 

Fluff and the Fireman. Genevieve Cross. 
Cross Publications. 

Documents of the Christian Church. 
Henry Bettenson. Oxford University Press. 
$1.75. 

The Negro Spiritual Speaks of Life and 
Death. Howard Thurman. Harper & Bros. 
$1.00. 

Paul, Edgar J. 
$2.50. 

Not by Might. A. J. Muste. Harper & 
Brothers. $2.50. 


Goodspeed. Winston. 


Your Book Stores 


The Presbyterian Book Stores 
are operated by the Presbyterian 
Committee of Publication as a 
service to the membership of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. Any 
book in print may be secured from 
them. Supplies for church and 


Sunday school are handled by 
them, Correspondence about your 
special needs and interests will be 


welcomed. Free catalogs upon re- 
quest. Profits are devoted to the 
Religious Education program of 
the Church. 
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The Gist of the Lesson. Torrey. Revell. 
$.50. 
Prince of Paris. Katharine Adams. 


Hinds, Hayden & Eldredge, Inc. $2.50. 
Think. A. W. Woodburne, M. D. First 
Presbyterian Church, 412 Zack St., Tampa, 
Fla. Single copy 40c. 
Broadcasting and the Bill of Rights. 
National Association of Broadcasters. 
Mainspring. Henry Grady Weaver. Re- 
told from “The Discovery of Freedom,” by 
Rose Wilder Lane. Talbot Books. $1.00. 
The Family Altar. By the Editors of The 
Christian Herald. John C. Winston. $2.00. 
First Steps in Prayer. Kermit R. Olsen. 
Revell. $1.25. 
The Beginning of Wisdom. Emile Cail- 
liet. Revell. $2.50. 
Meditations for 
Cokesbury. $1.00. 


Women. Abingdon- 





CHRISTMAS ALBUMS 


These beautiful recordings proclaim the 
spirit of Christmas... joyous, peaceful, 
reverent. Hymnal for singing included. 
For home use or g 


Album C 
CHRISTMAS 
AT THE ORGAN 


4 Played on the Master 
4 Cethedral Organ, 
with Chimes 


Album P 
CHIMES AT 


CHRISTMASTIME 


Played on the Majestic 
Tower Chimes 


These Albums each include the following: 


e Adeste Fideles 

elt Came Upon The 
Midnight Clear 

e Joy To The World 

Silent Night, Holy Night 


eAway In A Manger 

eThe First Noel 

e@Hark, The Herald 
Angels Sing 

@O Little Town Of 
Bethlehem 


8 sides on 10” records. $4.50 each album 
plus 5% Federal tox. 


Write for free Booklet 
GH 12 of recorded hymns 


r 2 
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“RECORDS * e/a 
~ a ' 
The Ginesi in Religious Rece ndings 


At mus sto‘es everywhere 
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Ge Commenitaty Che The 
Gudenraduondl Bille Lessons 


BY WILBUR M. SMITH 0.9. 


44vinanr r 


COMPLETE FOR TEACHERS 
OF ALL GRADES 


74°" votume $222 postpaip AT ALL BOOKSTORES 


W.A.WILDE COMPANY A442) Boston Mass. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 


©. E. Mount, Clarksdale, Miss., has 
accepted a call to the Cape Girardeau, 
Mo., church, 

Fred Clark, formerly of Hooks, Texas, 
has been installed pastor of the Power 
Memorial church, Jackson, Miss., suc- 
ceeding W. A. Hall, retired... ...... 

B. H. Wiggins, formerly of Bristol, 
Tenn., recently began his new work as 
pastor at Weir, Miss. 

Jack B. McMichael, regional director 
of religious education for the Synod of 
Georgia, has moved his office from 
Macon to 503 Church St., Marietta, Ga. 

Samuel J, Allen, formerly of Phila- 
delphia, Pa., has accepted a call to the 
Port St. Joe, Fla., church and expects 
to begin his new service early in Jan- 

Milton P. Reid, listed here recently 
as associate pastor of the Logan, W. Va., 
church has a mailing address of Hutch- 
inson, Logan Co., W. Va. 
uary. 








CALLED 

Clem E. Bininger, Second church 
(USA), Wilkinsburg, Pa., has been 
called to the pastorate of the Grace 
Covenant church, Richmond, Va. 
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DEATH 

John W. Bolick, 37, Blacknall Me- 
morial church, Durham, N. C., died Dec. 
6. On Nov. 17 he suffered a heart 
attack and since that time his condition 
had been critical, Mr. Bolick had been 
pastor of the Durham church since Jan- 
uary, going to that service from Mont- 
vale, Va. He was a native of Wilmer, 
Ark., a graduate of Arkansas College 
and Union Seminary. 


ORPHANAGE HEAD 

Bernard E. Bain, pastor of the Quaker 
Memorial church, Lynchburg, Va., for 
the past 11 years, has been elected 
superintendent of the Lynchburg Or- 
phanage, an institution of the Synod of 
Virginia, and he is expected to begin 
his new service March 1, 


URGE AMNESTY NOW 


Included in an appeal by educators, 
authors, scientists is a statement signed 
by 155 ministers and religious leaders 
urging President Truman to declare a 
general amnesty for conscientious ob- 
jectors and other Selective Service viola- 
tors without further delay. Presby- 
trians, US, signing the appeal included: 
E. ©. Scott, Dallas, Texas; Ernest Trice 
Thompson, John H, Marion, Jr., and 
Aubrey N. Brown, Richmond, Va., and 
Professor W. F. Stinespring, Durham, 
N. C. 
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FREE MOVIE 


‘THE FAR EAST TODAY’”’ 
(Report on China, Korea and Japan) 


Your church will want to see this | 
film! 


Dr. C. Darby Fulton and Dr. Wm. 
M. Elliott, Jr., on the ruins of Kobe 


Theological Seminary, Kobe, Japan. 


(Film is 16mm. silent, showing time | 
45 min.) 


Consult your Synod Director of the 7 


PRESBYTERIAN PROGRAM OF 
PROGRESS 


Or order from 
Executive Committee of Foreign 
Missions 


Box 330 Nashville 1, Tenn. © 





If we really believe that 


What we are doing now 


Here’s the story: 


CHRIST IS THE ONLY ANSWER 


to a world’s need— 


For All the World.... 





in FOREIGN MISSIONS 
is not enough! 


To discourage our youth is a serious thing. 
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. It costs more now. 


Rebuilding, operation and maintenance 
costs are higher in all fields. 


. The work is greater—the workers are fewer. 
516 missionaries twenty years ago—345 
now. 


. Youth offers itself for service. 
More than 3,000 are on the candidate cor- 
respondence list. 


. The burdens of our missionaries must be 
lightened. 
We must not let the strain of constant 
overwork bring them to the breaking- 
point. 


. Every field is open. 
New pleading for the Gospel—greater re- 
turns than ever. 


To disappoint our workers who plead for help 
is distressing. 


To deny millions their right to know the Savior 
is tragic. 

To fail our Lord in the task He asks us to do 
is shameful. 


$4,000,000 
is the Foreign Mission goal. 
How much would you give 


if the spirit of God took hold of your heart? 


Executive Committee of Foreign Missions 
and 
Presbyterian Program of Progress of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. 














